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heathen fanatics. They cannot afford to retire into an
Irish Faubourg St Germain. They will take an energetic
part in the national government, which will be sorely in
need of parliamentary and official forces independent of
Rome. They will get not only the Protestant votes, but
the votes of Catholics in that spirit of toleration which is
everywhere extended to heresies that happen to be politic-
ally serviceable to the orthodox. They will not relax their
determination to hold every inch of the government of
Ireland that they can grasp; but as that government will
then be a national Irish government instead of as now an
English government, their determination will make them
the vanguard of Irish Nationalism and Democracy as against
Romanism and Sacerdotalism, leaving English Unionists
grieved and shocked at their discovery of the true value of
an Irish Protestant's loyalty.

., But there will be no open break in the tradition of the
party. The Protestants will still be the party of Union,
which will then mean, not the Repeal of Home Rule, but
the maintenance of the Federal Union of English-speaking
commonwealths, now theatrically called the Empire. They
will pull down the Union Jack without the smallest scruple ;
but they know the value of the Channel Fleet, and will
cling closer than brothers to that and any other Imperial
asset that can be exploited for the protection of Ireland
against foreign aggression or the sharing of expenses with
the British taxpayer. They know that the Irish coast is
for the English invasion-scaremonger the heel of Achilles,

. and that they can use this to make him pay for the boot.

Protestant Pugnacity.

If any Englishman feels incredulous as to this view of
Protestantism as an'essentially Nationalist force in Ireland,
let him ask himself which leader he, if he were an Irish-
man, would rather have back from the grave to fight Eng-
land: the Catholic Daniel O'Connell or the Protestant